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SERMON. 


GALATIANS V. fr. 


Stand faft therefore in the i- 
berty wherewith Chrift hath 
made us free. 


' ANKIND are generally averfe to in- 
novations both in religion and go- 

HL vernment. Laws and contftitutions to 
which they have been long ufed, they 

are fond of retaining, even though better are 
offered in their fkead. ‘This appeared in the 
Jews. Their law required a burdenfome and 
expenfive 
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expenfive fection :_ chri 
in this law. Nev i = 
were defirous of continuing the obfervation of 
it, after they became chriftians ; and of havin: 
the gentile converts fubmit to it. Acco 
ingly there were fome g teachers who 


endeavovu aie perfu ns to this 
fubmiffion. — is = in this 
epiftle, p Tr momediately forego- 
ing chapte that chriftians 
have nothing to do with : of 
the Jews, they being f m this 
burden. - - int W 


he had faid, and by way of Romnonican to 
the Galatians, he fubjoins the exhortation in-the 
text ; ftand faft therefore in che liberty where- 
with Chrift hath a us ‘free, 


a. : 


Bur though the words sia refer to 
hat freedom. from the at aw which the 
zofpel confers of the \chutch \of God ;_ yet) thé 


lon’ € holds n the cafe of 
oth nd See hich men 
have ari ight to : So th; Assasin 
deducible from the the 
pe of all men to ftand falt ie fuch valuable li- 


Let ee sSRINE HPAES *: Santerpe spp * them. _ 


f pn os tH id atrortsyon 
Paar pena ‘endeavour, vA 

elp aie se In order 
Giwtier, ni oe rae 


RBI vod mi bof 


bas ad 3 po ps? wal 1st Back: (9 
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~ Jw a ftate of nature, or where men are under 
no civil government, God has given to every 
one liberty to purfue his own happinefs in what- 
ever way, and by whatever means he pleafes, 
without afking the confent or confulting the in- 
clination of any other man, provided he kee 

within the bounds of the law of nature. Within 
thefe bounds, he may govern his actions, and 
difpofe of his property and perfon, as he thinks 
proper. * Nor has any man, or any number of 
= ight to reftrain him in the exercife of 

1S ; - 


ufing it. 
oufnefs, for the law of nature which bounds this 
liberty, forbids all injuftice and wickednefs ; al- 
lows no man to injure another in his perfon or 
property, or to deftroy his own life, 


Bur experience foon taught that, either thro’ 
ignorance of this law, or the influence of un- 
ruly paffions,fome were difpofed to violate it, by 
encroaching upon the liberty oftthers ; fo that 
the weak were liable to be greatly injured by the 
fuperior power of bad men, without any means 
of fecurity or redrefs. This gave birth to ci- 
vil fociety, and induced a number of individuals 
to combine together for mutual defence and fe- 
curity ; to give up a part of their natural liber- 
ty for the fake of enjoying the remainder in 
greater fafety ; to agree upon certain laws a- 
mong themfelves to regulate the focial conduct 
of cach individual ; or to intruft to one or ee 


* See Lock on government. 


a 


~——ae 
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~ of their number, in whofe wifdom and good- 


nefs they could ee ‘a power of making fach 
Jaws, and putting them in execution, 
: ack cgay 
‘In this ftate, the liberty which men have is 
“that natural liberty which bas been menti- 
cepting what they have expre/sly given 
spa th d of the whole fociety ; a liberty 
t purfuing their own happinefs,governing their 
tions, and difpofing of their property and per- 

> think it, OVI they 1 7 no 


ge different- 


Te; i 


nm 


“commits to one or a few a 
1, ;th eral practice is to 
ertain preferibed rules and 
F ted, 

od ‘ad ‘of the” people, 
but i€ ante coe: 
trufted’ ‘thei er In this cafe 


common 
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the power rant: 
| by the aa end 
vernment ; and he 
fenfe, who does 
tal good, the hap- 
ety. So that 
advertency, 
the power of 
Beis be 
erty to refute 


common fenfe will 
ed to rulers is. 
and defign of - 
muft be deftitut 
not ries that 


-Tuere are fome natural liberties or rights 
no perfon can diveit himfelf of, without 
tativiciine the law of nature.. A man cannot, 
for inftance, give up the liberty of private judg- 
ment in matters of religion, or convey to others 
a right to determine of what religion he thall be, 
and in what way he fhall worfhip God. A grant 
of this nature would deftroy on mine tet of 
jon in the man who made it, and apo 
— law. ie pas 


4 emt 
aaa... Or 
/a man ee to grant ~—— @ power 
“and govern all-his corm that were not 
pape a nature, fo that, invall cafes he mutt 
agreeable to their. ion; this would be 
inconfiftent with that fubmiffion which he owes 
to the authori God, and his own cenfciences; 
The. grant pf be inirfelf void, and he would, 
asain be.at bberry to act according 
noth to 
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to his own conftience, though contrary to the 
command of thofe to whom he had made fo ex- 
travagant adonation, = 


SHoutp therefore the legiflature of a ftate 
make laws requiring the fubjects to do things 
immoral, and which they knew to be fo, fuch, 
for inftance, as were apparently deftructive of 
public happinefs, though it was in confequence 
ofan exprefs grant of unlimited power, the 
fubje&s would be at liberty to refufe obedi- 
ence, and not violate conicience or -deftroy 
their own happine: So that only fuch laws 
of as are not plainly inconfiftent with the 
ety, Or, in any other refpect, inconfif- 
: th the law of nature, the eternal rules of 
morality, can reftrain and limit the natural liber- 
ty of thofe who belong to it. 

Iris to be further obferved here, that ftates 
or co , as fuch, have naturally the 
fame liberty which individuals have in the ftate 
of nature: but this liberty is reftrained, in fome 
meafure, by what are called the laws of nations, 
which are certain rules, that by a tacit cenfent 
are agreed upon among all communities, at 
iat Among thofe who are accounted the polite 

Civilized part of mankind. The/e, nations 
are not at liberty to violate. Wuar 


_* « An conveyance of abfolute power, whether to a 
¥$ ‘or a fenate,with a preclufion of all rights of re- 
‘© fifta uft be a deed originally invalid, as founded in 
** an er out what is moft effential in fuch tran{aéi. 
** ons, the tendency of fuch power to the general god.” 

Dr. Hutchefon’s fyftem of moral philefophy, Vol, z, 


Page 271, 
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Wuar has been faid may be fufficient to fhew 
what that liberty is in which men ought to ftand 
falt. In a ftate of nature it is all that liberty 
which is confiftent wich the law of nature ; un- 
der civil government, it is all which is confiftent 
with the law of nature, and with fuch reftriéti- 
ons as they have confented to come under con- 
fiftently with the law of nature and the end of 
fociety : and when we confider one independent 
ftate in reference to another, it is all that natu- 
ral liberty which is confiftent with the laws of 
VES Oh paeenet eee 

Awnp whatever fhare men enjoy of this liber- 
ty, we may properly fay in the words of the 
text, that Chrift has made them free with it ; 
fince after his refurreftion and exaltation to 
the right hand of theMajefty on high, all power 
in heaven and in earth was committed to him, 
and he now fits, and is.to continue at the 
head of God’s providential government, till 
he hath put all enemies under his feet ; after 
whieh, he fhall deliver up the kingdom to Ged, 
even the Father—that God may be all in all. 


Il. I am in the next place to fhew in what 
way men are to ftand faft in their liberty, or 
whet they may and ought to do in defence of it. 


Tt is here fuppofed that fome attempts are 
made to injure it. And it has been found 
in all ages and places that fuch attempts have 
been made by unreafonable and wicked men. 
The hiftory of mankind is filled with intiaeeee 
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to ufe no other means for his fafety, but remon- 
ftrance or fight, when thefe will not fecure him ? 
Is he patiently to take the injury and fuffer 
himfelf to be robbed of his liberty or his life, if 
the adverfary fees fit to take it ? Nature certain- 
ly forbids this tame fybmiffion, and_ loudly 
Calls to a more vigorous defence, Self-prefer- 
vation is one of the ftrongeft, and a univerfal 
principle of the human mind : And this princi- 
ple allows of every thing neceflary to fai de- 
fence, oppofing force to force, iba violence to 


por 


Bur fince it has been fuppofed by fome that 
chriftianity forbids all violent refifting of evil, 
or defending ourfélves againft injurjes in fuch a 
manner as will hurt, or endanger thofe who at- 
tack us; it may not be amifs to enquire briet- 
ly, whether defenfive war be not allowed by the 
gofpel of Chrift, the Prince of peace. 


Ann there are, if I miftake not, feveral paf- 
ages in the new teftament, which thew, that, it 
was not the defign of this divine inftirution to 
take away from mankind the natural right 
of defending their liberty, even by the {word. 


I will not alledge the words of John the bap- 

tift when in anfwer to the demand which the 

foldiers made ; What fhall we do ?—he faid un- 

to them, do violence to no man, neither accufe any 

falfely, and be content with your wages. * For 

* . though 
* Luke 3. 14. 
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* Cornexius, a centurion of ae Italian Band; 
was directed by an angel of God to fend for Pe- 
ter, who fhould tell him ‘ what he ought to 
do.” € But we do not find that the apoftle di- 
reéted him to quit his military profeffion, or in- 
timated that it was inconfiftent with the fpirit of 
chriftianity ; which he certainly would have done, 
had the charatter of a foldier and a good chrif 


% Tis > an ahealany the beer “thus ; 
it be  poffible, as much as lieth in you, live neace- 
» with all men. + Which a pe ainly im- 
t 


ply, that notwithftanding all Beroitrs to 
preferve peace, it mi ht be impoffible for them 
to livé peaceably with all men, or not to,con-. 


tend aa be at ftrife with fome ; i.e. impoffible. 
in a moral fenfe, improper, unlawful ; for they 
do"not require’ us to do all which we Rave a na- 
tural power to do, for the fake of peace, but on- 
ly 

m Aas. ic. + Chap. 12. 18, 


es : ae 
tat we 
wees when fy affault is of 
ae ute 
"3 neers to shea 203 pidge x: 
a ipposrns our Lord’s words to refer on- 
‘ they ouisalit ee be taken 


no bi t even ae honeft 

fod . precep pts were to be under- 
a ~ fo as to forbid all love of the 
a : world, 
§ 1 John 2. g* ** Mate 6019. - “T Mat. 5. 42. 


ce] which forbids oP cig 

the nature and reafon of things, as we have to beh 
mit thefe other indefinite expreffions. 

hatte See 

seage Daren ourfelves By Pave of arms 
againft injurious attacks, is a quite different 
— fuses rendering il for. ie The vod 


way of avoiding the 
vours io us > the one pro- 
ceeds fr revenge : 5 the other mere- 
ly oe errata: ift concern for our own 


hap inefs, and argues no frail ru A ainft any man. 
PP’And therefore i is Soterseds 


4.. Paar aecehary felf- aefentes however 
fatal it may prove to thofe who unjullly attack 
us, implies no principle inconfiftent.with that 

‘to our enemies which Chrift enjons. For, 
me time that we are defending ourlelves 


ear heir affaults, we may bear good-will to- 
4 rds hem , with them well tna PeapGedes be- 
we doubtlefs oughttodo 
of our bittercit enemies. | 
<< ot ie fret 
Enovucn has Eten faid to thew: sie confifter- 
cy of war with the acca -of the azole : 


~ rae Bur 
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Bur it is only d war that can be juf 
tified in the fight of en no ii i 
offered us, we 


; om The moft grafp- 
seethis sir -libee rhe mor grape 

ighbours remain in peace, if they will ie fabeai. 
i jut demands. ee peo- 


paration for damages fuftain- 
rao ag injuries. ‘Tf, af- 
ined, they continue the 


ied Beceine offenders, 


ae obferva- 
> hint at fome 


a j —— rare -<) 
“a. “Tury fhould endeavor to: be united and 
at peace among themfelves. The ftrength of a 
fociety, as well as its honour and happinefs, de- 
pends much upon its union. OurSaviour’s max- 
oy founded in Sg and bas, been-coofismed 
experience ¢ a very kingdom dt- 

f mon is Sats “p de sfolation When 

olitic vided into parties, and the 

of oppofing sik 


eit maxim, divide et impera: 


ler us fife div inthe people, whom we mean to 
enflave, into parties, and we fhall then eafily 


seid them under our power. 


2. THEr 
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a@ually or virtually confented. Though the 


2 pw evil takes its rife from the weaknefs or 
kk 


ednefs of rulers, yet in every free ftate it is 
the right and duty of all, /ubje#s as well as ru- 
lers, to ufe their influence againft it : And where 
the fubjects have no conftitutional right to do any 
thing to prevent or remove fuch an evil, they 
are already flaves, and it may be tho’t improper 
to talk of their defending their liberty ; though 
po Raat ie eee to endeavor tafrecover it. 

ever, I fay, it is highly neceffa that this 
berty, and being in a capacity to defend them- 
felves againftacommon enemy. It is juftly ob- 


ferved by that great ftatefman, lord Verulam, 


that ‘the bleffing of Judah and Iffachar will 
never meet, that the fame people or nation 
fhould be both the lion’s whelp, and the afs be- 
tween two burdens: neither will it be, that a 
‘overlaid with taxes, fhould ever become 
valiant and martial.”* The laying unreafona- 
pa an Sing ie a people, will, if 
.y are fabmitted to, debafe their minds, break 
their fpirits, enervate their and fink: 
them into cowards: if they are not ubmitted to, 
t ence will be phy be nal tumult, diforder, 
ftrife and contempt of government ; and in ci- 
ther cafe, the defenfive eras flate is great- 
Jy diminifhed. Behold, then the policy, or ra- 
Res the madnefs and folly of oppreffive rulers : 
if they are faccefsful in their injurious meafures, 
they are expofing themfelves and their fubjects 
. an 


* Bacon’s Bflays, p. 113- 


—__—— 


Tie 
are iz 2 
eee 


See tem- 


Dp soc ee in 


“008 wh ie > 


faadl yaoi emobhiw-to cio LOG He 
aioe without any fach enemy, a fta ng 


army may be fatal to the happinels and erty 


who els us, ‘ tbe ees hs v9 no 
but the rightecus are bold as 4 


cae hep A 
me now | offer. a : few Contde atiens 
ob pebons, ERD AES; under.to defend 


hat lib none rt. up 
7 ae eee 
care a of it, 
Psy ey a : : é and 
4 v 3 power to compel men to go out of 
<¢ their to war; to change men for the main-~ 
«© tenance of to make them find arms at his 
« pleafare 5 “power ‘to break the peace, or do 
_— thereto ; certainly the power of the 


‘remaineth, tho never 1p fare) fettled in _ 
«the ars hand, can r never dite this nation. . 
=~ <td ~~ Bacon on government. ib. 2. chap. za, 


fervants, we fhould endeavour 
our rights and liberties. | ie het} 
ee 
ao ele boasd natin dligics sown lives, 
os long as-they can, confiftently with their duty 
ro Fefpects, ould not-he, who. fhould 


Got a wild aan 
ght “get And can he 


ly ei nl ao  Butwwhat 
more sacdntient with: this duty, than 


‘to great encroachments upon our li- 
‘Such ‘fubmiffion tends to. flavery 5; 


ae 


‘ation’: 9 oat spoilt, 
Giedsaenight chan. an me «But 
can a’ man:be «more by fuller Mae 

‘by ring hi 
, Ot aod es) 


re Nor cat 
aabiee it to God, * or his own con{cience, if, 
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¢ It is an old obfervation, that few tyrants 
ope to thegrave, If there the 


) will not, aregard to their own fafe- 
nould feftraih men from invading the rights 


eo the i innocent. 


we Ir it oe fo important a duty for men to 


hments upon their li then it 
prop for he the chriian wiilter to 


3 to exhort them 


when he thought. his country was in danger of 

being enflaved, for want of a proper fenfe of, and 

oppofition to the approaches of tyranny, he 

fhould negleét to point out the danger, and with 
—— —— — “ honelt zeal 


To roule the watchmen of the public weal.” + 


Ir ‘is readily owned, that dofgnedly to {pread 
rant! to fill the minds of people with 
prefaces againft their rulers, or a 
neighbouring to ftir up faction and encou- ~ 
ee eee to geod government, are things 
¢riminal ; and whoever does thus, whate- 
ver. charaéter he may wear among men, is in re- 
ality a minifter, not of Chrift, but of the devil, 
the father of falfhood, ‘confufion and rebellion. 
But to fhew people their real danger, point out 
the fource of is, ‘and exhort them to fuch ex- 
ertions 
+ Pope... 


ay, we wo aay hope, that, they in cenjune- 
the other branch of the’ legiflature, 
in’ « way, as well as others, prove them- 

‘to be God's minifters for good'to the peo- 


2 268 § is alfo In. the power of perfons'of rank ahd 
‘ortune, Ir vate acity, greatly to pro- 
mote pa Hatch feted echer oie 
Tt is” Ae a ta <a uncommon, that 


Somer ae pect a 
part ini ears beta are frequently t 


main temptation to ovat. * Wher baht people aré 
ere is little danger of their being inva: 
oh So that there beng men of ‘asuence a- 
mong a people, is often the’ cafe of their bein 
obliged to defend themfelves by the’ fword. te 
is therefore efpecially rheir duty, as well as inte- 
reft, to do what they can to’ put the people into 
a capacity of defence. When’ they ‘fpend their 
time in idlenels, sicko eo pleafures, or even 
— te a the coral peelet of the 
art of war, evi 
at ‘unbecoming. riper rane oe 


fet’ an example” highly Hye mit we the com- 
munity. 


“ Waerzas when’ gentlemen ‘of fortune, not- 
withftanding:the alltirements of 'pleafure'on the 
One hand, ‘and ‘the fatiguing ¢xercife of a fofdier 
on the other, exert themfelves to acquire and TO> 
mote the milita y are, ‘they are an honor to thei 
circumftances, ‘a blefiing’ to ‘the ae 
eYEo eir 
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‘Their example will have greg on 0+ 
_. thers ; and, other things being equal, fuch men 
will be moft likely to fight es Be defence 
of their liberty, whenever it fhall be neceffary. 
By fuch a conduét, they fhew their regard to 
their country, in a way that will probably be 
much more beneficial to it, than merely talking, 
writing, or preaching in favor of liberty. And’ 
be efteemed as no inconfiderable evi- 


that he has fo chearfully endured the fatigue 
abaiiring: imfel; a good officer, and, by 

is generous exertions in conjunétion with their 
own, rendered his company an honour to the 
town, to their capitnundery el themtictees: This 
company in general, is indeed an example of 
what I was urging ; of gentlemen of eafy circum- 
flances giving proper attention to the art of war, 
and is on that account the more.refpeétable and 
important. 


Bur we have other laudable examples of- 
attention to arms. The Train of Artillery + 
has for a number of years paft been honorably. 
diftinguithed, by their military addrefs. And 
the refpeétable appearance which the whole mi-. 
litia of the town made a few days ago, when cal-. 
led together in honor of his Majefty’s birth-day, 
and the dexterity with which they went through 
their exercifes, muft convince all who had the 

Ba, -fatisfaction 


q The Hon. Joun Hancock, pote ts, 
“¢ A Company commanded by Mzigy Pannocx. 
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with, to employ their arms for the deftrution 
of good government, by aiding either tyranny 
on the one hand, or licentioufnefs on the other, 


But above all they will remember, that reli- 
gion is the main concern of man, and a necefia- 
Ty qualification for a good foldier. This, be- 
yond any thing elfe, infpires with the love of li- 
berty, with fortitude and magnanimity ; and 
this alone can enable them to meet death with 
arational compofure and tranquility of mind, 
which is an enemy before which the braveft fol. 
dier muft fall at laft. 


To conclude : This whole affembly will bear 
_in mind, that there is another and more valuable 
kind of liberty, than that to which the foregoing 
difcourfe more immediately relates, and which, 
at this day, fo generally employs our attention 
and converfation ; a liberty, which confifts in 
being free from the power and dominion of fin, 
through the affiftance of the divine {pirit, con- 
curring with our own pious, rational and perfe- 
vering endeavours. Whatever our outward cir- 
cumftances may be, if we are deftitute of this 
fpititual liberty, we are in reality flaves, how 
much foever we may hate the name ; if we pot- 
fefs it we are free indeed : And our being free in 
this fenfe, will give us the beit grounds to hope 
for temporal freedom, through the favour of 
heaven ; and, at length, gain us admiffion into 
the regions of per feét and uninterrupted liberty, 
peace and happinefs. 
ERRATA. P. 15. 1, 3 from bot. r. came. _ P. 71: $k 


r, church ~ P, 1g. i's. r. precept. 1. 8 from bot. r. en- 
joins. 


